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Y Sir?
From the Headmaster
Dear Parents,
Welcome to the first Y Sir? of the new academic year and an especially warm welcome to all new pupils throughout the school – it is a
pleasure to have you with us!
The start of a new term is filled with excitement and anticipation as there is so much to work towards inside and outside of the
classroom. Our pupils’ enthusiasm to learn makes teaching them a delight and the opportunities we have to extend the curriculum
through sport, trips, events, chapel assemblies, extending responsibilities for pupils to become more involved in the day to day running
of the school, alongside opportunities to develop personally as well as academically, all contribute to a wonderfully rounded education
for our pupils. Meeting past pupils is always a pleasure and reminds us of how important the Yarlet years are – not only as an academic
springboard, with many pupils working well ahead of their year group, but also for the lifelong friendships that are created. We take
seriously our responsibilities to your children to ensure that they gain the best advantages from their time with us. The additional
staff/parent meetings we have introduced will enable you to discuss your child’s progress in all areas on a regular basis but you are, of
course, welcome to make an appointment at any time.
We hope you enjoy this edition of Y Sir? which, as usual, aims to update you with Yarlet life and which we hope you will find interesting.
Best wishes, Ian Raybould
TH

OLD YARLETIAN CELEBRATES 100 BIRTHDAY!

A GLORIOUS GRANDPARENTS’ AFTERNOON

It was a pleasure to welcome so many grandparents this
afternoon for what is definitely a favourite event in the Yarlet
calendar. Luckily the weather held out and grandparents were
able to watch children taking part in fixtures as well as visiting
classrooms, touring the grounds and all the facilities enjoyed
by their grandchildren. A delicious afternoon tea was well
received and rounded off a perfect afternoon.

WREKIN MATHS CHALLENGE

Four current Yarlet pupils had the privilege of meeting an Old
Yarletian, Mr Gordon Hewitt, who celebrated his 100th birthday on
Friday 11th October. Sophie and Freddie, Head Boy and Head Girl,
were accompanied by Monty and Annabel from Form 2. The
children took gifts and a card signed by all current pupils.
The children were very interested to hear about Mr Hewitt's
experience during World War 2 and were saddened to hear that he
lost both his brother and his best friend, both OYs, in the same war.
On returning to school they took the opportunity to visit the school
chapel and found the names of Mrs Hewitt's brother and friend, R
Stubbs, on the remembrance plaque. Both men, along with other
OYs that lost their lives in the Great War and World War 2, are
remembered each year in the Yarlet remembrance service and a
wreath is laid in their memory by our Head Boy and Head Girl.

THE ALICE CHARITY’S ‘PEOPLE’S PANTRY’

Yarlet attended the annual Wrekin Maths Challenge for Form 6
and entered two pairs into the competition; Robbie and Will
with Eliza and Lily. Problem solving, fast mathematical
calculation and teamwork were required in spades as there
were over 40 teams present from different schools. Both of our
pairs did fantastically well and a very enjoyable day was had by
all, despite us not making it into the medal positions. Excellent
work Yarlet mathematicians!

Many thanks to all parents for your wonderful support of the
Alice Charity and their ‘People’s Pantry’. We were delighted
to welcome Kayla Poole who visited on 15th October and
spoke to Main School pupils about the work of the charity and
how they support local families through times of hardship.

FORM 8 TEAM BONDING NIGHT!

All pupils in Form 8 took part in a series of team building and
reflective activities designed to develop mutual respect,
understanding and an appreciation of their school and senior
roles. The pupils particularly enjoyed the "Cross the Bridge"
challenge, the pizza and toasting marshmallows underneath a
beautifully starry sky. Such activities enhance the senior years'
experience at Yarlet School and has now become a much
anticipated and exciting tradition here.

FORM 3 ROMAN DEVA

Form 3 discovered life in Roman times during their visit to Deva
(ancient Chester), as part of their studies on the Romans in
History. Along the way, they learnt that gladiator sweat could
be bought in bottles, with the promise of a youthful
appearance if applied consistently, and that soldiers in the
Roman legion were expected to serve twenty years in the army,
with a generous pension! The rain thankfully held off, and the
pupils loved marching around the old city walls chanting "Sin
Dex Sin!" at the top of their voices!

FORM 4 DISCOVER DIVERSITY OF HINDU BELIEFS

FORM 3 ROMAN FEAST!

Form 3 explored the unusual and often exotic eating habits of
the Romans, as part of their learning on this topic in History.
The Romans were known to dine on flamingo brains,
horsemeat sausages, dormice and parrots. One Roman
statesman even served rocks in wax to imitate fruit to his
guests! The children designed their own Roman menu, which
they are proudly showing off in the photo above!

FOLLOWING THE FOOTSTEPS OF A FOUNDER...

Pupils in Form 5 and Form 6 delighted and educated their
Main School audience with a dramatic recounting of the
important acts of Jesus as depicted in the Gospels. Led by the
Question Mark drama group, Kate and her team helped our
pupils to step back into Biblical times, as they travelled
around and even across the Sea of Galilee learning about the
important miracles and parables of Jesus, including the
Paralysed Man, Feeding the 5000, and the story of Zaccheaus
and the Good Samaritan. More importantly, pupils learnt and
showed others that Jesus was a perfect friend, and we should
all learn from the morals of his life. It was wonderful to see
how pupils could rehearse and perform a play in just under
two hours, and all children enjoyed their experience!

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING

Form 4 visited the Balaji Temple near Birmingham on 15th
October to experience the unique and very interesting culture
and beliefs of Hindus in the area. They visited various shrines
across the temple, and learnt about many gods, including Shiva,
Ganesh, Hanuman and Parvati. Form 4 were amazed at the
bright array of colours, and their senses were truly evoked by the
wonderful sights, smells and noises of the temple. Thank you to
the Balaji Temple staff for their kindness, helpfulness and passion
for their religion!

We had a fabulous time on 27th September as part of the
Macmillan ‘World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’. Children and
parents provided some delicious cakes and we raised a
whopping £207! Thank you to everyone for your support!

FORMS 3 & 4 SHINE IN
HARVEST CHAPEL SERVICE

Forms 3 and 4 have been working hard to put together a
performance to raise awareness of how we can help other
children in different countries. A great line from the
performance is “Harvest Time is a time to be grateful, not
greedy.” Well done children, you performed brilliantly in a
beautifully decorated chapel.

FORM 8’S FIELDWORK ADVENTURE

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
NEW HOUSE CAPTAINS!

We are extremely pleased to announce our new House Captains
for this year: Reuben, Izaak and Fraser. The competition this
year was particularly fierce with numerous superb speeches by
Form 7 presented to all of Main School, leaving the children the
very difficult task of voting for who they felt would lead their
House to victory. We now look forward to seeing the Captains
inspire and lead their teams in the many House competitions
throughout the year...who will win?!

CROCODILE CONSERVATION CLUB

Form 8 pupils investigated the town of Telford as part of their
Fieldwork studies in Geography. Each pupil had their own
hypothesis on what they hoped to see/discover in Telford; from
the amount of electric cars to the decline of the traditional high
street shops.
Each pupil came armed with a questionnaire and posed various
questions to the variety of members of the public. Once again
we were commented on the credit our pupils were to our
school, and Form 8 now have a large assortment of answers and
observations in which to analyse and continue their studies!

Pupils in Main School went "Down Under" to explore the wild
and wonderful life of Steve Irwin, the "Crocodile Hunter".
Famed for his intense love of animals, this larger than life
hero was a champion for animal rights, and spent his life
helping others to understand the sheer beauty of nature,
even the snakes and sharks! Pupils created some lovely
conservation enclosures for Steve's favourite animals - the
Crocodiles!

PLAYGROUND BUDDIES

DT COOKERY CHALLENGE

Form 6 had great fun creating beef, turkey and vegetarian
burgers in D.T. They smelt fantastic and tasted even better!

Playground Buddies is officially up and running this term!
All our buddies have been trained and are excited to begin
their duties to make our playground even more friendly
and fun!

U13 GIRLS’ FOOTBALL

‘STOKE CITY’ V ‘WELSHPOOL TOWN’

U13 FOOTBALL

MAIN SCHOOL SPORT

U11 & U10 FOOTBALL FESTIVAL

U9 FOOTBALL

Sport this term has been busy for both
boys and girls. We had the introduction of
our new rugby coach (starting in January
2020) as well as our first girls’ football
team, who won their first match 7-0.
In other football news, the U11 boys won
their first match in the Staffordshire Cup
and are waiting to see who they face in
the next round.
The U10 boys were undefeated at the Old
Hall Football Festival, with Henry not
letting a goal in. Well done boys, the
medals suit you!
The final U13s mixed hockey match of the
half term was against Terra Nova, where
the end score was 2-2 which was certainly
fair as both teams battled for a win.
Form 7 and 8 pupils took part in a friendly
football match playing for their teachers'
favourite teams; Stoke City for Mr Shaw,
and Welshpool Town FC for Mr Pass. The
playing was fast and at times humorous,
and all players who took part had a
wonderful time. It was Stoke City that
emerged victorious with a 3-0 win,
although there was some terrific
defending and attacking from players in
both teams.
A thrilling and bonding way to spend the
afternoon, well done everyone for some
wonderful team spirit!

U10 HOCKEY

U11 FOOTBALL AT THE
SHREWSBURY SIXES

RUGBY TRIAL
U13 MIXED HOCKEY
U12 SWIMMING

U9 MIXED RUGBY

U9 & U11 GIRLS’ HOCKEY

U11 MIXED RUGBY

Pre-Prep News October 2019
Dear Parents and Families,
Welcome to the new school year. We have all been very busy settling into our new classes and we have all achieved so much already.
If you were lucky enough to come to the Harvest service, you will have seen for yourselves just how wonderfully all our pupils
performed. It is hard to believe that there were only three 7 year olds in our service, the rest were aged 3 to 6!!
What an achievement to stand in front of so many adults and put on such a fantastic show.

EARLY YEARS NEWS
Nursery: We have had a super start to the Nursery year at Yarlet and our old friends, Rosie and Elizabeth, have been excellent role
models to our new friends Charlotte, Thomas, Harriet, Charlie, Michael and Sam. This half term we have been getting to know each
other and looked at lots of our favourite stories. We have made gingerbread men, butterflies linked to the hungry caterpillar story,
experimented with gloopy spiders and made our own special porridge for the three bears. We talked about our favourite toys and
Peppa Pig was mentioned a lot, it turns out that puddle jumping is a huge joy to our new Nursery cohort, such fun!
Kindergarten: In Kindergarten this half term we have had lots of fun settling into new routines and learning about Ourselves, Our
Senses and Autumn Time. We painted our own portraits, using mirrors to help us see what colours we needed for our hair and eyes.
The children had lots of fun exploring our sense of touch, hearing and taste. We explored feely bags, played listening games and
tasted new food using the story Oliver’s Vegetables to try things we wouldn’t have tried before, like beetroot and spinach.
Kindergarten have enjoyed exploring Autumn by looking at natural objects like conkers, seeds and leaves. We have used some of
these things in our maths work to help us to count. We have been on an autumn walk and used a checklist to tick off things we found
along the way. Kindergarten did a fabulous job in their Chapel Performance for Harvest - well done.
Reception: Reception have had a very hardworking first half term. We have been diligently practising our phonics, handwriting and
maths. As a result, there has been some amazing progress. We would like to thank all our parents for supporting the children at
home, too. We have enjoyed learning about Mr Men and the lessons they teach us about life. The children have also made up their
own ideas such as Little Miss Mummy. I was very proud of Reception’s chapel performance. They were brilliant! I can’t wait for their
Oscar winning performances at the Christmas show. We have had a new friend join us, Taylor, who has fitted in perfectly to our class
and we are very pleased and lucky to have her join the gang. We are looking forward to next term’s topic ‘Christmas around the
World.’

KEY STAGE 1 NEWS
Welcome to the new school year and what a busy time it has been so far. It is quite a long half term and we have managed to fit so
much in, from having pirate adventures to discovering new artists and of course wowing parents at our Harvest chapel service.
Form 1: Form 1 welcomed a new friend, Kiana, to our hard-working group. The class has settled nicely into the National Curriculum
and are building on our Early Years skills. It is wonderful to see how enthusiastic the children get about categorising learning into
different subjects and seeing them develop a love of each. We have really enjoyed all the Design and Technology and Art skills we
have been looking at and the children were particularly inspired by Michelle Reader’s sculptures, which led to a great DT lesson
where we used marshmallows and cocktail sticks to create sculptures. They love having to ‘plan, do and review’ their ideas in this
subject.
Form 2: Form 2 have thoroughly enjoyed our pirate theme this term. We have been introduced to Gold Frank, Black Daisy, and Blue
Scar and many more colourful pirates! The children have made their pirate characters, treasure maps, wanted posters and messages
in bottles. In music they even made up a pirate story with sound effects! We have been busy investigating animals and plants in
Science and making our succahs to celebrate the Jewish Sukkot festival. The children put their portrait art skills into practise with
their own portraits and a pirate portrait and we will be looking at abstract portraits with the help of Picasso next! Christmas ahoy!!
As you can see, we will all need a good rest over half term, ready for the Nativity and Christmas madness to take over our lives!
Happy half-term! Miss Dewey

