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Y Sir?
Dear Parents,
The late Easter break has resulted in a short half-term which has meant that our pupils have been particularly busy to try and fit in all the
various activities, trips and events, alongside a full academic timetable. Highlights have been the residential trip to Boreatton Park for
pupils in Forms 4 and 5 where they engaged in a variety of activities which were both challenging and great fun, despite the wet weather.
Reception pupils had a wonderful time seeing an array of animals during their visit to Twycross Zoo. Pupils’ competitive spirits are
honed during fixtures and also come to the forefront during events such as the Great Egg Race. Whilst also competitive, the Poetry
Reciting Competition’s main purpose is to enable pupils to express themselves through verse and our judges never cease to be amazed
by the maturity of the performances by our pupils, who stand up and deliver, with emotion and confidence, their well-learned poems to
the whole school and a panel of judges. Congratulations to all who took part. Further congratulations to Form 3 and 4 pupils, who
performed so well to demonstrate their musical talents to a very proud audience during their recital concert on 16th May. Events such as
these enable us to celebrate your children’s hard work, talent and blossoming confidence. Form 8 pupils have been preparing for their
senior school entrance exams which take place immediately after half-term, as too do the Key Stage 1 assessments. Internal exams for
pupils in Forms 3 to 7 take place during week commencing 10th June and we wish our pupils every success.
Amidst their exam preparations, I hope that your children manage to enjoy some rest during the half-term break and return refreshed
for what will be an exciting and challenging finale to the academic year. I look forward to seeing you on Monday 3rd June.
Best wishes, Ian Raybould

FORM 5 SCRAP SOLAR HEAP CHALLENGE
Form 5 were set a scrap heap solar challenge
to make a car run by solar energy. We were
joined by 12 pupils from Walton Priory Middle
School. Mr Scott Walker, the Ogden trust
leader from Keele University, introduced the
Challenge. All of the groups managed to make
a car and time it over 2 meters. The winning
time was recorded as 13 seconds and this is
going towards an inter-school challenge
against five other Ogden partnership schools.
Let’s hope this time cannot be beaten!!

FORMS 3 & 4 RECITAL CONCERT
SALTERS CHEMISTRY FESTIVAL

Four of our talented Form 7 pupils have recently
taken part in the National Salters Chemistry
Challenge at Keele University. The students had to
carry out a number of experiments to identify a
mystery powder using the fantastic laboratories at
Keele. Later they were given a tough university
challenge that even the teachers struggled with.
Considering that our pupils were a year younger
than most of the other competitors, they did
exceptionally well to come third in the Salters
Competition - well done to Ellen, Sophie, Scarlet
and Freddie.

On 16th May, Forms 3 and 4 took part in their annual recital evening; an
opportunity to show family and friends what they have been working on in
their instrumental and singing lessons throughout the year. All the children
delivered confident and enthusiastic performances which were received with
plenty of smiling faces and rapturous applause from the audience. From
Form 3 we heard a variety of instruments including piano, singing, violin,
clarinet, trumpet and even a funky flute duet! Form 4 also presented a
diverse selection of performances which included a number of piano
performances, singers, cellists, and a violinist. Performing a solo at such a
young age can be a scary business but is also a valuable and essential
experience to develop into accomplished performers, so thank you to those
who attended the evening, the children rose to the occasion and enjoyed
performing in front of such a supportive audience. To finish off the evening
the children performed a song that they have been working on in their music
lessons. It was an upbeat song with a positive message about inclusion and
diversity which featured soloists: Minnie, Harvey, Campbell and
Tallulah. Another lovely musical evening was had by all!

FORM 7 EXPLORE A
MULTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Form 7 travelled to Derby to explore the multicultural
environment and discover and examine the variety of faiths
present here. Form 7 were able to visit and receive
educational and thought-provoking talks from several places
of worship, including a Mosque, a Mandir and a Gurdwara.
They learnt that religion can come in many different shapes
and forms, and that, deep down, there isn't any difference
between human beings, only respect for mankind, and the
willingness to do good. Such lessons are vitally important in
helping pupils to grow into tolerant, mature and sensitive
adults, and to see the world through a wider, more
understanding perspective.

HISTORY WORKSHOPS FOR MAIN SCHOOL!

Mr Mackridge and Mr Walters, from Shrewsbury School,
visited Yarlet to deliver two very entertaining and informative
historical workshops to all pupils in Main School. Mr Walters
delighted Forms 3 to 6 with a lively and eccentric retelling of
some of the most gruesome and fascinating murders in
Ancient Greece and Rome, whilst Mr Mackridge led his ever
popular and deeply useful Common Entrance workshop to
Forms 7 and 8. All pupils thoroughly enjoyed and more
importantly gained a lot of important knowledge from both
workshops, thank you to both Mr Mackridge and Mr Walters!

THE GREAT EGG RACE 2019

MATHS SUCCESS AT SHREWSBURY SCHOOL

Yarlet entered two teams of four to the inaugural Shrewsbury
Maths Challenge at Shrewsbury School on the 14th of May,
consisting of Amelia, Katie, Reuben and Henry from Form 6 and
Ellen, Sophie, Freddie and Iqra from Form 7.
The competition from other schools also in attendance was
intense and students were challenged with three separate
mathematical tasks which involved problem solving, complex
calculation, lateral thinking and teamwork.
Yarlet Form 6 did exceptionally well in the first task to come
fourth overall, but the honours went to Yarlet Form 7 who
actually won the challenge which was a fantastic result. The
task itself involved firstly completing a difficult mathematical
puzzle and then matching the correct answers with famous
mathematicians in numerical birth order.
The third task, "empty the pool", involved some very complex
mathematical calculations and exceptional teamwork. It
required the students to calculate how many cups of water
would be needed to fill, or empty, the Shrewsbury swimming
pool. Form 7 were exactly correct with their answer, after 30
minutes of measurements and swimming, of 1.5 million cups.
One other school also arrived at this answer and so Yarlet were
joint winners on this occasion which again was excellent work.
Everyone enjoyed the day immensely and both our teams
performed exceptionally well. Very well done Yarlet!

Main school had an exciting morning as we eagerly watched
the Great Egg Competition. We were all so impressed by the
entries, particularly the difference in each catapult, so much
thought, effort and ingenuity involved! Well done to Lucia
whose entry sent the egg over 100 meters!

CHORISTERS IN FORMS 4 AND 5 PERFORM
AT REPTON SCHOOL

Thank you to Repton School for organising a marvellous choral
day for our young choristers in Forms 4 and 5. Aside the
enjoyment of participating in a great concert, we were treated
to some excellent performances from Repton which
showcased the exceptional standard of music at the school
and helped to inspire Yarlet pupils. We had a wonderful time
and thank you to the parents and grandparents who came
along to support us.

FORM 4 & 5’s ADVENTURE
AT BOREATTON PARK
Day 1
After a short journey to Shropshire, we finally arrived at PGL Boreatton Park. We were first introduced to our guide for the
next two days, Holly. She took us on a tour of the site and then the
children had some time to settle into their cabins. After lunch, we
then went on our first two activities - High Ropes and Quad Biking.
In the evening we all had our first dinner together at the centre
and got ready for the evening Disco. We were all looking forward
to the next full day of fun.
Day 2
After a good night’s sleep the children had an action-packed day.
We built rafts in teams, went on a very frightening giant swing,
and learned survival skills in the wood. The children were eager to
try everything despite being nervous. Heights are not everyone's
cup of tea! In the evening the children enjoyed a traditional
campfire where they joined in with the catchy songs which I am
sure they have already shared with you since our return.
Day 3
No sunshine yet! However, despite the very wet conditions, we all
enjoyed our last activities including Zip Line and Basic Caving. All
groups loved trying new activities - we’ve got some real
adrenaline fans among us but we’ve also got those who were
bravely stepping out of their comfort zones and they should all be
proud of themselves!

POETRY RECITING COMPETITION

Wednesday 15th May saw the annual poetry recital take place in the
school room and included every single member of the Yarlet
community. There were many and varied poems recited on the day
and the judges had a terrifically difficult job in choosing their winners
- so much so, that they awarded four winners in the class categories:
Nursery, in the EYFS section with their rendition of ‘Little Turtle’;
Form 2, reciting ‘The Spider and the Fly’ in the KS1 category; Form 4,
with their version of Edward Lear’s ‘The Jumblies’ in the KS2 contest;
and Form 8, in the KS3 placings with their emotive rendition of ‘The
Charge of the Light Brigade’ by Alfred Tennyson. Our solo winners this
year were Dillan, Form 2, with his most entertaining performance of
‘Tiny Spiny Dinosaur’ in the Pre-prep contest and Form 6’s Amelia
(main school) with ‘A Mother’s Confession’ - the contents of this
poem being something which Mrs Lucas strenuously denies! Well
done to all of our participants and winners and many thanks to my cohost this year, Form 8’s Elwin.
See you next year!

MUSIC

Congratulations to the following pupils on their recent
music exam success:
Bertie Shammas - Copper medal on Cello
Izaak – Merit, Guitar, Grade 3
Fraser – Merit, Drum, Grade 2
Robbie – Merit, Drum, Grade 1
Henry – Distinction, Singing, Grade 4
Freddy – Pass, Singing, Grade 1
Jessica - Pass, Singing, Grade 3
Reuben - Pass, Piano, Grade 2
Henry – Pass, Piano, Grade 1

U11 Rounders v The Royal

U11 Cricket v Tettenhall

U9 Rounders v Packwood

MAIN SCHOOL SPORT

U13 Cricket

Well done to all pupils who have
represented Yarlet this half-term in
rounders and cricket.
Games sessions have focused on
improving skills and pupils have had
opportunities to develop these further
still in the afternoon cricket and
athletics clubs.
Pupils have also enjoyed swimming
lessons with Water Stars this term, a
number also taking part in the weekly
afternoon swimming club.
After half-term we will begin our
preparations for the enjoyable and
competitive end of term Sports Day
which is a wonderful way to round off a
terrific year of sport.
Pupils in Forms 4, 6 and 7 have also
enjoyed taking part in Bikeability
Training and improving their off-road
and on-road cycling proficiency.

Swimming

U13 Cricket

U9 Rounders v Old Hall

Bikeability

Bikeability

U12 Rounders Tournament

U11 Rounders

Diving

U9 Cricket

Pre-Prep News May 2019
Hello all and welcome to the Pre-prep section of Y Sir. It is hard to believe how much we have all managed to fit in to just 4 weeks, but,
as you’ll see below, in Pre-prep we don’t let a thing like a short half term curb our fun!!!

EYFS NEWS
Nursery: Nursery have had a wonderful ‘whizzy’ half term learning all about ‘food’ in our new topic. We have painted with fruit and
vegetables, been on food walks looking for numbered food items and made delicious pizzas with our own stretchy pizza dough. We
have shared the stories Oliver’s vegetables and Oliver’s fruit salad which led to us making our own fruit salad and going to our
vegetable patch to find lots of yummy vegetables to try. We were very proud to win the poetry competition in our category with our
passionate recital of ‘little turtle’ and everyone tried hard with this, well done Nursery doodles!
Kindergarten: In this very short half term Kindergarten have been very busy, our topic has been about Minibeasts and Growing. We
have had lots of fun making our own minibeasts and exploring symmetry with butterfly painting. We used the interactive whiteboard
to explore the different features of Minibeasts and all had lots of fun pressing the buttons to find out what happened. Mrs Whiting
brought in a Very Hungry Caterpillar story sack, so we used props to tell the story and spoke about the foods the caterpillar ate, what
was healthy and unhealthy. We then made our own fruit kebabs, some of us tried fruit we haven’t tried before and we all had a go at
cutting our own fruit and then building our kebabs, they were very yummy. We have explored the story Jack and the Beanstalk which
also included another story sack. The children enjoyed designing their own castles for the giant to live in and created pictures of the
Giant and wrote some describing words. They have all done a fantastic job learning their poem for Chapel and that showed in the
fantastic Chapel Assembly this term. Well done Kindergarten for working so hard.
Reception: This has been a short but perfectly formed half term. The children have enjoyed using the outdoor environment for
learning. We used the bits of sunshine we had to help teach us about time. The children really enjoyed making themselves into
sundials and watching as their shadows moved during the day. Our main event this half term was visiting Twycross Zoo. In spite of the
weather, we had a fabulous day. We saw pumas, flamingos, monkeys, owls and the highlight was some naughty chimpanzees who
were making an awful racket! We have been looking after some caterpillars and watching them turn into butterflies. We can’t wait to
release them when they hatch from their chrysalis. The poetry recital saw us reciting a favourite by
A A Milne, Buckingham Palace. The children made excellent soldiers.

KEY STAGE 1 NEWS
Form 1: Form 1 have been delighting in all our new topics and their enthusiasm for learning is a joy to see. They have been loving
our Geography topic of weather, where they are learning how the weather we experience in the UK is not the same for the whole
planet. They particularly enjoyed writing their own weather report and presenting the weather to the class a la Wincey Willis (or
modern-day equivalent). In History we have been looking at Significant People, starting with the great explorers. It is so difficult for
the children to imagine what life was like without Google Earth and they were in awe of the people brave enough to set sail to places
undiscovered. With the arrival of the lovely weather it has been great to get out and about around our beautiful grounds in Science.
We are looking at Plants and are growing our own beans. The morning check on their beans’ progress leads to many excited
discussions of plant development and we are all hoping that Monty’s bean makes an appearance, as it seems content to sleep in its
soily bed. Not only have we done all this work, but we have had a Poetry Recital and a chapel assembly to perform in, without much
time for rehearsals. I think you’ll agree that the children did very well.
Form 2: Form 2 are thoroughly enjoying the warmer weather and their swimming lessons. Apart from all our Maths and English
work, the children have been making electrical circuits, programming floor turtles, studying the continents of the world and enjoying
the Buddhist religion. They are just completing the invitations to our annual Wesak party, celebrating the Buddha’s
Enlightenment, to be held after half term. Some of the highlights have been the children’s models of landmarks across all our
continents. The children have made the New York Empire State building, an Egyptian pyramid, London’s Big Ben, the South American
tropical rainforest, the Japanese Torii gate, penguins from the Antarctic and the Sydney Opera house. The children’s enthusiasm was
wonderful to see. They worked in groups and planned and collected all they needed for their models. Our very energetic half term
ended with our epic poem, “The Spider and the Fly”, by Mary Howitt. I set the children quite a challenge as it is a very long poem. I
have to applaud the children’s efforts in both learning their words and trying very hard to make the poem a real performance. A
number of children recited individual poems too, and some children even wrote their own. Well done to Dillan Siddiqi for winning
the Pre-prep poetry prize. He was a joy to behold!
The year is whizzing by but we still have many fun activities to look forward to after the short break. Happy half term!

