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Y Sir?
Dear Parents,
The early part of the Autumn term promised much with school trips including overseas visits being planned, fixtures becoming a more
regular event in our school calendar and the strong work ethic associated with this term all being very much in evidence. Yarlet life
happily seemed to be reverting to its true course, as reflected in this edition of Y Sir?
There were also many highlights, notably the outstanding success of Form 8 pupils Ava, Harry and William who have been awarded
prestigious CB Fry awards to Repton and to Jessica and James who have been awarded a Music Scholarship to Stafford Grammar School
and a Sports Scholarship to Shrewsbury School respectively. These awards are fiercely competitive and are indicative of the hard work,
dedication and determination of our pupils – congratulations to you all!
We are also delighted with the introduction of Forest School, which has been organised and run by Mrs Whiting and has been an
outstanding success.
However, in the build up to what is always a magical finale to the end of term, several clusters of Covid-19 cases sadly emerged and we
had to take action in order to stabilise the situation and minimise the disruption to our pupils’ learning. Whilst we have been unable to
proceed with some of our traditional events and celebrations, the Yarlet spirit and character have been very much in evidence and I
thank our parents and pupils for your wonderful support during these challenging few weeks.
As we look forward to the Spring Term and what we hope will be the return to more ‘normal’ school life, I send you my very best wishes
for a very happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year. Ian Raybould

CHRISTMAS MAGIC AT YARLET

CHRISTINGLE FUN!

In Humanities, Form 3 learnt about the symbolism of a
Christingle, by creating their own! Each child has made a
magical symbol of a timeless tradition, just in time for
the Christmas holidays!

MINNIE - YOUNG PHYSICIST OF THE
YEAR AWARD!

Despite many of our Christmas activities being cancelled as a result
of Covid-19, our pupils have remained in high spirits and enjoyed the
various treats and special events, including a sumptuous Christmas
lunch, which were able to go ahead during the final week of term.
Whilst our Choir were unable to go out into the community, they
were able to bring some virtual festive cheer to the Katharine House
Hospice and Crispin Court Care Home. It was lovely to hear some of
the patients and residents joining in with the carols and we are
hoping the next visit will be face-to-face.

YARLET REMEMBERS

Minnie was awarded this year's Young Physicist of the
Year by the Ogden Trust. Minnie has worked extremely
hard this year in Science - she is a very talented
scientist and this award is thoroughly deserved!

The children of Yarlet attended a beautiful service in our chapel to
remember those who died, particularly Old Yarletians who gave
their lives.
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.

ROBBIE’S RECORD-BREAKING SWIM

We are in awe of Robbie who has beaten the Yarlet Sangeelee
swimming race record time by a whopping 26 seconds! The race
involves swimming 10 lengths of the Yarlet Pool as quickly as
possible and Robbie not only was this year’s winner (swimming
it in an amazing 3 minutes) but also broke the current record.
Well done Robbie!

WREKIN MATHS CHALLENGE

On Friday 17th September, Yarlet attended the annual
Wrekin College Maths Challenge for Form 6 students. We
entered two pairs, David and Ethan, and James and Freddie
who had competition from dozens of other schools from all
over the country. The competition format consisted of
problem solving, calculations and mental work against the
clock and both of Yarlet's teams performed very well and
enjoyed every minute of the challenges. Very well done
everyone!

IT’S MAGIC!

MUSIC SUCCESS FOR BERTIE & WILLOW

Congratulations to Bertie and Willow who have both achieved a
Distinction in their Grade 1 Music Theory Exams; well done!

FORM 3 HANSEL & GRETEL HOUSES

Mrs White has certainly started Yarlet with a big bang! The
children were wowed today by a fantastic Science Show
courtesy of Bristol University where they learnt all about
different gases. The show was a prize given to Mrs White
who was one of the winners of 'Primary Science Teacher of
the Year' from the Primary Science Trust and we were the
lucky ones to join her for this very exciting show!

STEM CLUB

Form 3 have been reading Hansel and Gretel and have
written adverts to sell the witches 'sweet house'. We sent
some of our adverts to James Du Pavey asking for feedback as
to how persuasive the adverts were and if they thought the
houses would sell, and they responded to us! The houses
certainly do sound delicious!

In STEM club, the children have had great fun working with
and learning all about thermoplastics to make bioart (viruses)!

DRAMATIC DISTINCTION FOR FRANKIE

Huge congratulations to Frankie who received yet another
Distinction in a LAMDA exam. This time it was for Entry
Level Award in Performance (Entry 3). This is a superb
achievement and we are all incredible proud of her, well
done Frankie!

OPTICAL ILLUSION CLUB

Forms 3, 4, 5 and 6 loved making different kinds of optical
illusions in Miss Amber’s first ever Wednesday Club.
What a turn out!

STRAWBERRY FIELDS BOARDING ACTIVITY
What a fabulous to start to the new boarding term! The children went to
Dearnsdale Fruit Farm to experience life on a working farm. The evening
started with a tour of the packing room where Mr Busby explained the
process right from picking through to when the fruit leaves for distribution
around the country. The children were then able to pick their own
strawberries and raspberries before finishing the tour with a quiz based on
everything they had learned. We would like to say a huge thank you to Mr
and Mrs Busby for the time and effort they put into a very enjoyable and
tasty trip. The activity the following evening was a Nerf war where the
children had great fun in and around the school, wearing themselves out for
a good night’s sleep.
We have welcomed lots of new boarders this term, right from Form 3, and
we have an exciting list of activities planned for the rest of the term. We
hope to see lots of new and regular boarders joining in the fun.

ABRSM MUSIC EXAM SUCCESS

Congratulations to Jessica, Tallulah and Owen for their
recent ABRSM Music exam results in the clarinet, flute
and piano. Well done all!

FORM 7 LEARN ABOUT THE ORCHESTRA

Form 7 were introduced to their new topic 'Instruments
of the orchestra'. They enjoyed reading clues to help
them work out where the instruments are positioned
within the orchestra.

FORM 8 PREFECTS

Our Prefects are ready to help, lead and inspire this year!

MEET OUR NEW HOUSE CAPTAINS

Congratulations to our new House Captains, Jacob (Castle),
Damian (Bishop) and William (Knight). Once again, the
competition was particularly fierce with all the candidates
from Form 7 being outstanding, leaving the rest of the school
the difficult task of who to vote for. Our new Captains now
have the challenging but exciting task of leading their houses
to victory in the interhouse competitions.

ANIMAL KINGDOM IS FLAMIN-GO!

Pupils have enjoyed the return of Animal Kingdom club this
term and have already learnt about a variety of wonderful
creatures, such as the koala, the cobra, mixing up animals
on the computer and, yesterday, the flamingo!

FORM 5’S CREATIVE COMPOSITIONS

Form 5 have really enjoyed creating their very own
compositions based on their new topic of 'water music'.
They were tasked to compose four pieces of music that
could demonstrate the life cycle of a river. As you can
see from their faces they had a lot of fun practically
exploring their new topic!

SHREWSBURY STRINGS

STEM CLUB – BOMBS AWAY!

STEM club had a great time making bath bombs!

We were delighted to welcome the Head of Strings from
Shrewsbury School last week as well as some of their
outstanding music scholars. We were treated to a
beautiful assembly where they played a variety of music
for us on the string instruments. Those children who are
learning a string instrument at Yarlet, then attended a
string workshop and learnt a piece to perform which
sounded amazing - well done!

CB FRY SCHOLARSHP SUCCESS

GREEN SCREEN FUN IN BOARDING

Great fun with the green screen in boarding. Other
children opted to play football in the sports hall or
work on arts and crafts projects.

Following rigorous academic assessments and tests of
leadership, teamwork, athleticism and artistic ability, huge
congratulations go to three of our Form 8 pupils for securing
prestigious CB Fry Awards to Repton School. Well done Ava
(Scholarship), Harry (Scholarship) and William (Exhibition), we
are immensely proud of your tremendous achievements.

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS FOR JESSICA

MATHEMATICAL CONCEPTS IN ART

Bella created this combination of parabolic curves and
concentric circles during this week's drawing club when the
group focused on Mathematical Concepts in Art. Well done
Bella for your accuracy, skill with a pair of compasses and
patience - all key factors which were required to produce this
wonderful piece of artwork and maths combined.

We are thrilled to announce that Stafford Grammar
School has awarded a music scholarship to Jessica.
Stafford Grammar is renowned for its excellent standards
in music, making this a particularly impressive
achievement. Jessica's dedication to Yarlet music, where
she participates in orchestra, choir and chamber choir,
has prepared her well for a very promising musical future.
Well done Jessica!

ALICE CHARITY DONATIONS

A MUSICAL MASTERCLASS

A selection of our Senior pupils had the pleasure of not only
meeting West End superstar Kerry Ellis, but also joining her
on stage and performing with her! The children's choir
sounded fabulous, well done everyone!

Thank you so much for all your incredibly generous
donations for our Harvest Festival which will be given
to the Alice Charity.

SPORTS SCHOLARSHIP SUCCESS FOR JAMES

With superb grounds and pupils benefitting from daily games
lessons, we are always thrilled when one of our pupils leaves
Yarlet with a Sports Scholarship. So massive congratulations go to
James who, amid fierce competition, has won a Scholarship to
Shrewsbury School. Shrewsbury is renowned for its excellence in
sport making this a particularly impressive achievement. Well
done James, we are very proud of you!

SPORTS SCHOLARS’ SKILLS SESSION

The juniors had a special treat during Games where three
of Yarlet’s Sports Scholars came back from Wrekin, Repton
and Shrewsbury to lead three different sports and drills.

FORM 6 ARE SWITCHED ON

FORM 6 & 7 DT HALLOWEEN TASTY TREATS

Form 6 had great fun in Science designing and then making
their own switches for an electrical circuit.
Form 6 and 7 were getting ready for Halloween during their DT
(Food Technology) lessons this week, by making some tasty
spooky treats.

FUN = HAPPY = ACHIEVEMENT

PUMPKIN COMPETITION

Judging this year's Pumpkin Competition was made especially
difficult due the record number of fantastically creative designs
that were submitted. The results were very close throughout all the
categories. The winners are as follows:
Scariest Pumpkin: Phoebe F7
Funniest: Sebastian, F2
Best Carved: Freddy and Harry, F7 & F5
Mrs Hamplett would like to thank everyone who took part and for
making this such a memorable and exciting competition.

That's what we believe at Yarlet School which is why we are
constantly thinking of ways to make life at school more fun.
What better example than this year's Prep and Senior
School Halloween party. Dressing up, Halloween bingo,
party games, a spooky disco and, for our seniors, a story in
the cellar with our headmaster. With 68 children choosing
to board afterwards, the fun continued right until bedtime.
What a fabulous Yarlet occasion!

FORM 4 STAND UNITED AGAINST BULLYING!

RACING SUCCESS FOR ARCHIE

Congratulations to Form 8 pupil, Archie, who finished in
3rd place at Cheltenham whilst taking part in the Dragon
TV & Film Studios Racecourse Series. Well done Archie,
fabulous riding!
Form 4 made bracelets during Anti-Bullying Week to raise
awareness and fuel kindness wherever they are.

FITNESS CLUB LIGHT UP YARLET!

THE JOY OF PAINTING!

Despite the dark evenings, Yarlet’s Fitness Club
members have continued to work hard on their
endurance.

INTERHOUSE TOURNAMENTS
In Clubs, pupils were inspired by the soothing, calming tones of
Bob Ross to paint a masterpiece - with a twist! Using only
colouring pens, pupils attempted to recreate a mountain and
valley view, with some very impressive and interesting results!
Well done happy trees!

BIKEABILITY

Well done to all the pupils from Forms 5, 6 and 8, who
completed their Bike Ability course this term. Form 5 were able
to demonstrate bike confidence both on the bike and checking
their safety before setting off. Yarlet’s older year groups
showed great knowledge from previous courses, as well as
knowing how to cycle alongside other road users. A special well
done to Form 8 for cycling along the busy A518 and tackling the
roundabouts without hesitation!

During the latter part of Autumn Term, some Games
sessions have been taken up with the annual house
hockey and football tournaments. Castle won the
overall Junior competition and Knight won both the
Intermediate and Senior tournaments. Well done to
ALL the pupils that took part representing their house.

SPORT
Just like that, the Autumn Term fixtures
have come to an end.
Yarlet’s pupils from juniors all the way
up to the seniors have demonstrated
fantastic skills and effort on both the
Astro and Football Pitch against other
schools.
Back in September, Yarlet’s Shrewsbury
U13 6s team set a high bar by finishing
in the semi-finals. Most recently the 9 a
side team finished second at the Terra
Nova U13 Football Tournament.
From U8 to U13 teams, the girls have
shown great determination and focus
in the first term. The seniors have
focused on resilience and it's fantastic
to see their individual efforts. The
intermediate and junior girls are
beginning to see the importance of
trusting their team and find the space
for set pieces and drills.
In November, all the children from
Forms 3-8, had an opportunity to sign
up and represent their house in the
Inter House Hockey and Football
Competition, where Knight were the
winners, runners up Castle and Bishop
finishing 3rd. Thank you to the house
captains: William, Damian and Jacob
for supporting and coaching their
houses in all 6 tournaments.
Have a lovely Christmas and we look
forward to starting the Spring fixtures
of 2022 in the New Year.

Early Years & Pre-Prep News December 2021
YARLET’S FOREST SCHOOL
EARLY YEARS MEGA MINGLE

The children in Early Years have been getting to know
each others names and our new friends in today’s
mega mingle! What a lovely afternoon making the
most of the last days of summer!

We are delighted to announce that we are now a Forest School!!
Form 1 are so lucky to have had Yarlet's first ever Forest School
experience. As you can see, they have had a fantastic time. It is
amazing just how much fun you can squeeze into an hour:
creative baking in the mud kitchen; digging; bug spotting;
treasure finding; log collecting and den building! A huge thank
you to Mrs Whiting for setting all this up and also to all the
parents who have helped to get the area ready. We cannot wait
to do it all again next week!

RECEPTION’S TEAM CHALLENGE

Team Rocket and Team Speedy were given the
challenge to build a tower working as a team. They
had to use their listening and language skills as well as
skills in working together. Team Speedy worked
together brilliantly and shared ideas to build this
super tall tower.

FOREST SCHOOL FUN FOR RECEPTION

Reception loved their first Forest School session. The
children had lots of fun making mud pies, leaf
monsters and digging for worms. We even had a visit
from a fluffy friend, Tom the kitten! He has now been
safely reunited with the farmer!

NURSERY’S VISIT LOWER DRAYTON FARM

Nursery had a wonderful time visiting Lower Drayton
farm. There was lots of fun meeting Tinsel the elf. The children
went to the snow dome, met lots of friendly animals and had the
whole of the soft play areas to themselves. It was magical and
we were very pleased with the children’s wonderful manners
too, when meeting Santa Claus and his helpers!

CHRISTMAS CRACKER!

The Early Years and Pre-Prep Christmas show is a much-loved
Christmas tradition and this year we came up with the idea of
a Musical Christmas Cracker. Our children are so talented
musically and we knew we could create a great atmosphere
in the main hall with a lovely mix of carols and Christmas pop
classics. Each class chose a Carol to perform individually and
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of these, we all sang a pop song. This worked
so well and the children shone as they always do at the
singing and actions. It is a shame that parents were unable to
come and watch the live show, but I'm sure you will all have
loved hearing your children singing the songs over the last
few weeks. A huge well done goes to the children for giving
us such a musical treat; it is easy to forget that they are aged
2-7 and are a real credit to their teachers, their school and
their families!

EARLY YEARS MEGA MINGLE

A very special Early Years Mega Mingle was held, themed
around Remembrance Day. The children learned about why
we mark the occasion and why poppies are used. We then all
played a game of pop the poppy on the soldier.

FORM 1 MATHS WHIZZES

GHOULISH GROOVE

What a great and ghoulish groove we had at our Halloween
disco. Everyone looked wonderful :)
Great fun was had by all and we had a hoot dancing and
playing zombie musical statues!!!

We had a really wonderful time in Maths learning how to
recognise British coinage. There have been so many
different games for us to play to make sure we understand
the value of each coin. Miss Kellie had the good idea to
take some pictures of the fun we had playing shopping
bingo – we really were having a hoot whilst practising our
maths skills!

YARLET BEGINS ITS STRICTLY STORY!

HARVEST CHAPEL SERVICE

Well done to all the children who performed so well and
with such confidence for our Harvest Festival Chapel
Service – we were very proud of them!

What a fantastic forty minutes Pre Prep spent having a go at Latin
and Ballroom dancing!!! Charlotte made everything seem so
effortless and we all had a hoot trying to do the cha cha cha :) We
even had a go at doing New Yorkers!!! As you can see, we all
loved our introductory taste of Strictly at Yarlet :)

GREAT FIRE OF LONDON INSPIRED ART

The Great Fire of London - our last Art lesson. We used
mixed media to create a fire scene. We had to include a
building, flames, fire engine, fire fighter and water! It was
messy and so much fun! The children came up with some
really clever ideas!

FORM 2 EXPLORE EVERYDAY MATERIALS

Form 2 built bridges! They had to be longer than 40cm and
hold a toy car! We only had eight sheets of paper and
some masking tape. Super teamwork and brilliant
problem-solving!

RECEPTION SUPERSTARS

FORM 2 LOOKING AFTER OUR LADYBIRDS

We thought we would share with you the lovely activities
your children have been up to at break time. All the
children were either collecting ladybirds, or collecting
resources for the ladybirds to live in. They decorated the
table with everything a ladybird could dream of. It was so
lovely to see them all working together and enjoying our
wonderful Yarlet environment.

RECEPTION LEARN ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT

The children have been doing a variety of activities to
reinforce their knowledge of letter formation and
counting back from 10. In addition to these activities,
we have been exploring how there are many different
traditions at Christmas. We have been discussing our
own traditions and how they can differ from one
household to another. Did you know that Santa has
anything from cookies to cake and milk to Guinness?
We have also been looking at different traditions around
the world. As part of this we have looked at the stories
of Babushka from Russia and La Befana from Italy and
the similarities and differences between the 2.

KINDERGARTEN’S AUTUMNAL ACTIVITIES

As COP26 is very much in the news we have also had a mini topic
this week where we have learned about our world and how we can
help protect it. The children have learned all about recycling, how
to know when something can be recycled, what happens if we
don't recycle. As part of this they learned all about the Great
Pacific garbage patch. We also used the recycling we had collected
to make recycling monsters.

We have packed so much into this week with autumn
activities, pumpkin carving, the Halloween disco and then we
finished off the week with a pumpkin hunt around the school
grounds.

RECEPTION’S SWEET WAY TO LEARN

After half-term, Reception looked at the history behind Bonfire
Night and also Diwali and the children have been doing
activities themed to both of these. We have also spent time
focusing on our curly caterpillar letter formation so we can
have a good try at some independent writing.
We have also been revising numbers 11-20 and to help with
number recognition, we had a sweet shop set up as an activity
and the children had to match the correct numeral to the
sweetie bowl to choose a sweet. The children really enjoyed
this activity 😉.

KINDERGARTEN’S LETTERS TO SANTA

In Kindergarten we wrapped up warm and took a ride on
the school minibus to post our letters to Santa. “Santa, we
have all made good choices this year!”

KINDERGARTEN STUDY DIWALI

NURSERY HALLOWEEN FUN

This week we have been learning about the Festival of
Light, Diwali. We have loved celebrating it together by
listening to the story of Rama and Sita, making diva
lamps and designing Rangoli patterns. A big thank you to
Summer for sharing her own experiences with the class
and we loved looking at her celebration photos.
It has been wonderful to see Nursery children settle and enjoy
life at Yarlet. We have had a fun and very busy week with lots of
Halloween activities going on. We made pumpkin biscuits and
craft, incey wincey spiders in gruesome slime and went out
hunting for Halloween 🎃 treasure. Our party was fabulous and
the children did some really super dancing in their scary
costumes.

RECEPTION DETECTIVES HARD AT WORK

While Reception children were playing detectives looking for
shapes in the Yarlet grounds, when one of our super sleuths
found an eggshell on the ground. Our Yarlet detectives then
used their imaginations to create what they thought had
hatched from the shell.

As part of experiencing the local environment part of the Early
Years framework, Reception and Nursery headed out on the
school minibus to Yarnfield. The children were lucky enough to
see lots of paramedics and firefighters who were parked up in
the village. However I think they enjoyed developing their
Physical Development skills using the fantastic play equipment
in the park. The children were an absolute delight and people
commented on how polite they were.

