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Y Sir?
Dear Parents,
What an exciting and successful term we have all enjoyed, highlights of which can be found in this edition of Y Sir?
I must begin by congratulating our Form 8 pupils who, between them, have accumulated a number of awards to senior schools, as can
be seen below. We are very proud of all that they have achieved as this is a true reflection of their hard work and dedication and Yarlet’s
ability to prepare candidates for entry to senior schools at the highest level across a number of disciplines.
We have been pleased to welcome a contingent of Spanish pupils again this term and for the opportunities to enjoy their company in
activities such as a school disco and during what has now become a traditional and gripping football match between our two schools.
It is always a pleasure to welcome to Yarlet local story teller, Alan Barrett, who joined us to celebrate World Book Day, making this such
an exciting event. We would also like to thank everyone for so generously supporting our Book Fair which enabled us to purchase
additional books for the school library. Next term will be equally busy and – we hope – equally successful! Diary dates with all events
are enclosed in your end of term envelope highlighting the wonderful educational events in store for our pupils including the French
Trip, Leavers’ Trip, Pre-Prep trips to the seaside and Ballet Demonstrations, a Summer Art Exhibition amongst others.
As always, thank you for your support and I wish you a happy and peaceful Easter and look forward to seeing you for the start of a
fabulous summer term. Best wishes, Ian Raybould

TWO YARLET PUPILS WIN REPTON AWARDS
Congratulations to Henry on being awarded a Headmaster’s Exhibition to Repton School and Ellen
for winning a CB Fry Scholarship to Repton. These are hugely prestigious awards which reflect
the exceptional quality of our senior pupils and Yarlet’s ability to prepare candidates at the highest
level for successful entry to top public schools. Well done Henry and Ellen!

DENSTONE SUCCESS FOR YARLET PUPILS
More exciting news about senior school awards as Danielle wins her second scholarship to Denstone
College; she now has an Art Scholarship to go with last term’s Sport Scholarship. We are also
delighted to announce that Jamie has been offered an All-Round Exhibition subject to his
Common Entrance performance. Competition is fierce for these awards, so congratulations go to
Danielle and Jamie and all at Yarlet who helped to prepare them!

SENIOR SCHOOL ENTRANCE SUCCESS FOR FORM 8 LEAVERS
We are very proud of our Form 8 leavers who will shortly be embarking on their senior school
careers. Alongside the news about pupils’ success to Repton and Denstone, we are pleased to
report that, following recent examinations, Owen and Aaron have both gained a Year 9 place
at Adams’ Grammar, which is notoriously difficult to enter, so particularly well done to them
on this wonderful achievement. Congratulations must also go to Noah, who has secured a place
at Newcastle-under-Lyme School and Isabel, who has guaranteed her place at Shrewsbury
School, after successfully passing Year 9 entrance examinations. With the recent news that
Elwin and Nathan have also been offered places to the senior schools of their choice, our
Form 8 pupils are all looking forward to a bright and happy future.

ENGLAND V SPAIN

The football match between Yarlet pupils and our Spanish
visitors from Madrid has become quite a tradition and is a
match that is full of friendly rivalry and played with great
enthusiasm. The match was entertaining with a total of 7
goals made, including 2 own goals (one from each team)
resulting in a final score of 3 - 4 to our guests from Spain. A
well fought match and well done to all who took part!

DARWIN SCIENCE CHALLENGE AT SHREWSBURY

Ellen, Lucia, Scarlet and Freddie put their scientific brains to the
test at the Darwin Science Challenge. The morning consisted of a
very rigorous quiz then in the afternoon 3 practical challenges in
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The children were superb coming
1st in the Biology challenge and Second in the Chemistry challenge,
a huge well done!

FORM 7 & 8 PUPILS TAKE PART IN
NATIONAL STEM CHALLENGE

A group of enthusiastic pupils from Forms 7 and 8 set
forth to take part in the STEM Challenge at Walton Priory
School. The details of the challenge remain secret as it is a
national competition, although the children enjoyed
putting their design and construction skills to the test. The
girls in particular demonstrated their abilities as potential
engineers for the future – well done everyone!

FORM 4 DIGEST THEIR SCIENCE TOPIC!

Form 4 have had a lot to DIGEST at the start of our
new science topic (Animals including Humans). All the
children can locate the key digestive organs within
their bodies.

FORM 8 – CARDIOTHORACIC SURGEONS
OF THE FUTURE?

Form 8 put their dissection skills to the test in biology
when they investigated the structure and function of
hearts and lungs - the first step into their journey as
potential cardiothoracic surgeons!

A FASCINATING EXPLORATION OF SCIENCE
AT THE BIG BANG FAIR

Forms 7 and 8 attended the Big Bang Science Fair at the
NEC, Birmingham. This is a showcase event for all things
'Science' and many major employers, such as JCB, the NHS
and HM Forces were represented. The children were able
to experience science in action and watch some amazing
demonstrations. The children left armed with goodies and
lots of exciting scientific ideas.

A MAGICAL TIME AT THE REPTON
CHALLENGE
Some of our Form 6 pupils grabbed their capes and wands
and set off to Repton on Sunday 17th March for a day of
wizardry and wonder. The children were set a variety of
tasks throughout the day that required them to make
products to display at their shop window in Diagon Alley.
These included making a magical cloak, using laser printers to
make amulets, quill making to write their own spells and
even a game or two of quidditch! They worked incredibly
well as a team throughout the whole day - well done wizards!

MUSICAL MEMORIES FROM THE
MAIN SCHOOL CONCERT

Once again, Yarlet musicians dazzled their audience when they
took to the stage in a concert that was not to be missed. The
evening showcased the diverse musical ability that is being
nurtured at Yarlet and our children performed with confidence
and poise. The Yarlet orchestra kicked off the evening with an
exciting and explosive performance of ‘In the hall of the
mountain king’ - known by the children as “the Alton Towers
theme tune”. The orchestra were followed by duets performed
by Bella and Minnie on the cello, Emily C and Katie on the flute
and Adelaide and Ella Mae who sang a beautiful rendition of
‘Somewhere only we know’. We also heard from our other
school ensembles: flute, choir, samba band, cello group and
choir. The audience were invited to join in with the final
performance as Jazz band treated them to an ABBA medley with
actions taught beforehand by its members.
Our children work extremely hard on their instruments all year
and our termly concerts are a brilliant opportunity for them to
showcase what they have been learning. This would not be
possible without the on-going support from our parents and
instrumental teachers, so thank you for all you do to encourage
your children and this valuable side of their school life. We hope
to see you all at the next performance!

SUCCESS IN SHREWSBURY'S
ART COMPETITION

From over 200 art entries, 8 of our children were invited to
Shrewsbury to celebrate their superb pieces of art and to
eagerly wait to see if we had won any prizes. The children
participated in a variety of workshops; the theme for the day
was doughnuts! In the workshops they made their own 3D
doughnuts, used pastels to sketch and also printed them as
well. All the children thoroughly enjoyed the activities. Huge
congratulations to our pupils who were all Highly Commended
for their entries and especially Lucia and Eliza for Gold awards,
Gracie for Silver and Ellen for Bronze!

ANIMAL ADVENTURES FOR FORM 5

TUTBURY TUDOR TRIP
Form 5 visited ‘Animal Zone’ yesterday as part of their
Geography topic. Not only did they get to hold a variety of
animals but they also learnt lots of fascinating facts about
the animals, their environment and how they have adapted
to live there. Great fun!

FORM 4 CONQUER CONKERS

Forms 7 and 8 visited Tutbury Castle to meet Elizabeth I,
Tudor queen and pioneer of the famous Golden Age of
England. Pupils were immediately enthralled by the electrifying
performance of Elizabeth I, who gave a mesmerising and
informative talk about her turbulent life, including her
powerful and callous father, cruel half-sister, beheaded
mother, rebellious half cousin and dealings with the infamous
Spanish Armada. Elizabeth commented on the politeness and
linguistic skills of our pupils and remarked how they were a
true credit to the school. This was followed by a pomander
craft session and a tour of the half-ruined castle itself, including
the splendid views of the countryside.

Form 4 have had a lovely a trip to Conkers. Here the pupils
used their map skills for orienteering as well as exploring the
discovery centre and much more!

U13 BOYS’ SPORT
With only a few hockey games this season the U13s didn’t shy away from showing their quality. The
highlight of the season was against Birchfield with some amazing link play between Henry, Noah, Jamie
and Owen moving the ball from side to side around the opposition. The defensive work from Aaron,
particularly being able to put his stick through the ball to get it away from danger when needed and
keeping the attackers away from the goalkeeper. For the first time in his school career Tristan was
called up to be in goal, the team a bit hesitant in the beginning however it become very apparent that
he was a natural, not scared of anything which came towards him with some great footwork and
incredible stick saves as well. In the games sessions this term the focus has been to pass the ball quickly
between our teammates with one touch to control and the other touch to pass. Extremely happy with
the boys this term. Great attitude throughout the whole season. Well done Seniors!

U11 BOYS’ SPORT
Congratulations to Reuben, Henry, Angus, Fraser and James for their hockey brilliance this term. The
U11 hockey team got through to the Staffordshire hockey tournament held at Newcastle Under Lyme
school where they came runners-up due to incredible goalkeeping by Fraser, as well as confident and
decisive defending by James. In our hockey training we have been working on looking for space and
trying to make the pitch as wide as possible, which transferred into the Staffordshire hockey
tournament with some excellent vision when passing by Henry, controlling the midfield. On the
receiving end of those passes was Reuben and Angus with some clinical finishing - not just in the
tournament - but for the season in general. The whole team over the term have been incredibly
supportive of one another, even when the going got tough they never gave up. An extremely
successful hockey season. Well done boys!

JUNIOR BOYS’ SPORT
The junior boys have been making super steps forward in their games-based matches by making
decisions much quicker on where to pass the rugby ball as well as making sure they stay in a line. As a
group the U9s have really enjoyed Tag Rugby sessions. The following boys have shown outstanding
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U11 GIRLS’ SPORT
The intermediate girls have had a busy hockey AND netball term. The U11 Hockey team qualifying to
the county round of the hockey tournament and the netball team represented Yarlet well at
Shrewsbury Netball Festival. In their most recent match against Tettenhall College (win: 8-3) Katie,
Emily and Tash showed outstanding marking of their opponents and are beginning to jump for the
ball when faced with a taller partner. In defence both Freya and Chloe have matured greatly in giving
out instructions from defence as well as intercepting shots from the shooters. A great term of
teamwork and amazing effort!

U9 & U8 GIRLS’ SPORT
Yarlet’s U8 and U9 girls showed great netball skills this season. With Taylor, Evelyn, Amelia and
Gracie demonstrating enthusiasm and determination to intercept and grab the ball. Some of the
U9s (Bella, Ella Mae and Matilda) have trained so well this term to develop the skills and confidence
to participate in an U10 Netball match vs Terra Nova. Well done Junior girls!

FORM 4 TRIUMPH IN TENNIS TOURNAMENT
Four fantastic Form 4 pupils took part in a Tennis Tournament at Baseline Tennis. The Yarlet team
beat 12 other schools and were victorious in the final against the 4-year reigning champions.
Incredible sporting endurance shown by the Yarlet team - well done William, Lily, Bella and Freddy!

U11 STAFFORDSHIRE SCHOOLS’ HOCKEY TOURNAMENT
The U11 girls AND boys competed in the In2Hockey Staffordshire Schools Tournament.
Both teams came Runners Up, which qualifies them for the County tournament.
Well done to both teams, an outstanding effort from all of you!

CROSS-COUNTRY SUCCESS FOR SIBLINGS
Talented runners, Jamie & William, were outstanding at the cross-country
tournament held at Shrewsbury High Prep earlier this term. Jamie came 3rd
and William came 6th in the U11 category when he is U10!
Excellent boys, congratulations!

Pre-Prep News Easter 2019
Dear Parents,
Spring has definitely sprung and with the days getting lighter, everything seems more joyous. Our chapel assembly certainly
reflected this with another fabulous performance, sharing our love of the season and all the lessons it can give. We have all
made the most of our beautiful school grounds and it has been the backdrop to many exciting activities which you can read
about below.

EYFS NEWS
Nursery: What a fun few weeks we have had in Nursery. We have been so happy to welcome our new friend, Hari, into our
Nursery group, who has settled in extremely well. Our topic has been all about ‘under the sea’ and ‘Easter’. We have been
on sea adventures, made colourful octopi and sea horses to put on our seascapes. Most of the children loved the variety of
sharks the best! World book day went really well and everybody made such an effort to be an array of fabulous
characters. Mary Poppins has visited the classroom a few times and the children have been very pleased to share their good
choices with her! We made lots of colourful creations in our Easter themed week including crowns, chicks, rabbits and, of
course, yummy Easter nests.
Kindergarten: This half term Kindergarten have been discovering who helps us in our community. We have talked about
Doctors, Firemen, Policemen and Vets, we read stories based on different services such as Cops and Robbers, Burglar Bill and
Topsy and Tim meet the Police and Zoo Vet. We have used different creative techniques to make our own ambulances, fire
engines and police cars. We have also been exploring the outdoor environment by visiting the wildlife pool where we found a
birds nest, using the mud kitchen and planting with Mr Mike. We have been out on nature walks looking for signs of spring
and made our own sunflower and daffodil garlands. Kindergarten worked very hard practising their poem for Chapel and
performed wonderfully, singing their song proudly.
Reception: Reception have had another lovely hard-working half term. We have loved the weather getting better so we can
really start to make the most of the wonderful Yarlet grounds. Our topic this half term has been space. We have really
enjoyed learning about the wonders of space and particularly enjoyed investigating the way astronauts live aboard the
International Space Station. Obviously the most interesting bits were how they ate, slept and went to the loo on the space
station! We really enjoyed the Easter Fun Day and were very grateful for the visit from the Easter Bunny.

KEY STAGE 1 NEWS
It is always amazing to see just how much we manage to fit into a half term. Up in Key Stage One, we have gone a bit
Victorian mad! Year 2 have been fascinated by what the hospital conditions were like and were very grateful to Florence
Nightingale for changing the appalling conditions that injured and ill people found themselves in. Year 1 have been
experiencing the life of Victorian school children and, much like the conclusions that Form 2 made, they all decided that life is
much better now and they are very thankful for being at a lovely school. These topics culminated in a wonderful trip to Blists
Hill, where we all got to experience Victorian life: from the different shops that they had, to dressing up as Victorian children
and attending a real Victorian classroom. It was so wonderful to see their studies come to life. It’s not all been about History
though! We have been enjoying all our topics, including Science. Form 2 have been out experimenting with forces and
friction using toy cars and ramps and Form 1 made their own magnetic butterflies. Form 1 have also loved their DT topic Dips and Dippers and loved making and preparing their own dips to finish off the term on a delicious note. It has been lovely
to take part in so many whole school activities. Dressing up as our favourite book characters was such fun and completing the
World Downs Syndrome day challenge was certainly tricky - who knew that doing one action for 213 seconds would be so
taxing? We finished the term off seeing the progression of writing skills throughout the whole school in the
Wondrous Writers competition- we were certainly inspired!
This half term has certainly reflected the changing of the seasons and we hope that it continues to be bright and sunny for us
all during the Easter holidays. Miss Dewey
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